Pedestrian and Bicycle Path recommendations for the
Birmingham Bridge
To travel from South Oakland to Pittsburgh’s South Side, one of the most direct routes is
across the Birmingham Bridge. Because the bicycle path on the Birmingham Bridge is
currently under construction, this is a good time to also revise the pedestrian and bicycle
connectors to this path. Below find four suggestions of improvements that could be made for
these connections. It is understood that funding for these improvements is not part of the
current bridge renovation, but perhaps separate funding can be found for these
improvements.
These suggestions are revisions of the ideas disussed on the RockAlley.org site, which also
covers other suggestions for bicycle and pedestiran paths in the Oakland area of Pittsburgh.

Contextual Map
Before covering the specific suggestions, it is important to understand this area being
discussed in the context of the entire route from South Oakland to the South Side. This route
connects the highest population of students in Pittsburgh to the commerce area of East
Carson Street. Here is a map showing this route up to the entrance to the Birmingham
Bridge. There have already been some improvements along this route, but there are several
small changes immediately surrounding the north end of the Birmingham Bridge that can
dramatically improve this route.

Approach to Bridge
As one approaches the Birmingham Bridge, there is a pedestrian and bicycle route along a
mostly unused emergency lane. This is an ideal route for foot and bike travel because it is
wide and well protected from automotive traffic.

Suggestion 1
Unfortunately for bicyclists, this route ends at a curb that requires that one either stop to lift up
one’s bike, or ride between the pylons into oncoming traffic. 
One suggestion is to have a
curb cut made to ease this transition onto the walkway.

Suggestion 2
Once this transition has been made, bicyclists then have to ride on a surface that is covered
with cobblestones and abandoned trolley tracks. Although this is a less important suggestion,
ideally 
a strip of this area could be paved to provide smoother travel for nonmotorized
transportation.

Suggestion 3
At the bottom of this cobblestone area there, there is a pedestrian crossing that fails to meet
ADA compliance for several reasons. There are no curb cuts on either side of the road, there
is no crosswalk marked, and crossing signs are not anywhere near the actual pedestrian
crossing. 
If this crosswalk could be brought up to code for pedestrians these
improvements would also greatly benefit cyclists.

Suggestion 4
At the far side of this crosswalk, there is also space for a bicycle path, separate from the
pedestrian sidewalk, directly under the Birmingham Bridge. 
What would be needed is for a
path across this rock covered area to be paved and curb cuts to be made at each end
of this path.The barricade in the left of this picture was in place during construction work on
the northbound exit ramp.

Suggestion 4 continued - view from other end of proposed path
The curb at the other end of this suggested bicycle path below the Birmingham Bridge also
needs a curb cut. With this short area paved, it will greatly improve cyclists’ access to the
bicycle path, shown in the foreground of this picture. Also needed is a curb cut and
pedestrian crossing markings to bring this end of the sidewalk into ADA compliance.

Thank you for taking the time to read my suggestions. Please call or write to me if you have
any questions.
Regards, Philip Garrow
South Oakland resident.
412 6050113

